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Statement on Federal School and Childcare VVaccination Plan

As you heard today, President Biden announced a directive to all states to get every pre-K
educator, K-12 teacher, and childcare worker at least one shot of COVID-19 vaccine in the

month of March.

The Washington State Department of Health (DOH) recognizes the importance of vaccinating
educators, school staff, and childcare workers. School staff and childcare workers were already
in the next group to become eligible for vaccines, and our state was moving to vaccinate them in
a matter of weeks. This announcement represents a faster timeline than originally planned, and

the department is engaging partners on a robust plan to support this directive.

DOH is working quickly to get clarity from the Biden Administration to ensure roll-out in our
state will result in ample vaccine supply through various providers and equitable access for
education and childcare workers. Vaccine supply will likely primarily be delivered through the
federal pharmacy program, and the directive indicates all vaccine providers should prioritize

these workers.

DOH remains committed to continued vaccination for older adults and others who are currently
prioritized for vaccinations under the current plan. DOH also remains committed to vaccinating

all Washingtonians as quickly and equitably as possible.

DOH acknowledges these announcements may cause a mix of excitement, concern, and
confusion for different communities. The department will share more information in the days

ahead as DOH learns more from our federal partners.
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